
Walk Talk Week 3 
Speaker: Brian Willis, All for Transportation ballot referendum petition 
 
Brian is a Tampa native. While attending law school in Washington, DC, he realized the 
difference that public and pedestrian transportation options made in his ability to pursue his 
education, options not currently readily available in Hillsborough County. 
 
The All for Transportation ballot amendment petition would add a 1-cent sales tax to fund 
transportation solutions in Hillsborough County. The petition will need 47,000 signers by July 
27th to be placed on the November ballot. 
 
Highlights of the referendum: 

• Transportation needs (public transportation, pedestrian safety improvements, road 
improvements) receive inadequate funding from state budget in Hillsborough County. 
The penny tax gives a substantial enough base to fund meaningful projects. 

• The amendment is based on the MPO’s (Metropolitan Planning Organization) long-range 
transportation plan. 

• 45% of funds would go toward public transportation development (including rail options, 
HART); 54% of funds go toward roads; 1% of funds would go to the MPO for planning 
costs. 

• 12 % of the 54% portion of funds would go toward bicycle and pedestrian safety projects. 
• None of the funds may be spent on road-widening projects. 
• All expenditure decisions would be made by an appointed independent oversight 

committee, not elected officials. Any city or county transportation plans needing funding 
through All for Transportation would require approval by this committee. 

 
The dissenting view: 
The Hillsborough County School District and Board have indicated interest in adding an 
education funding amendment of a ½-cent sales tax increase to the March 2019 ballot. Many fear 
that if Transportation is successful, voters will not be interested in increasing taxes further. 

• Transportation could have asked for a half-penny instead of a full-penny, leaving more 
space for an education referendum. 

• Transportation and education could have worked together to create a shared ballot 
amendment that would have benefited both funding needs instead of pitting them against 
each other. 

• Transportation has not completed the same audit process as education referendum. 
 
Walk Talk is designed to create a collective and collaborative voice for pedestrian safety 
advocacy. The goal is give us a common language and background for demanding traffic 
improvements from our elected government. 
 

• Walk Talk coordinators: Emily Hinsdale (emilyhinsdale@gmail.com); Meg Steiner, 
Megan Hemmick. 

 
• Thank you to The Dessert Spot at Toffee to Go for hosting our event.  

 


